
  

  
Wednesday 12th September 2018  

  

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

   

Welcome back to the start of our new school year. It has been a pleasure to see the children after the break 

and to welcome our new F2 children and families to Raeburn. Thank you so much for ensuring your children are 

so well prepared for the new term, they look really smart! After several leaks (including a flood in 4 

classrooms) and a gas issue over the summer holiday we are now back up and running. Our staff did an amazing 

job on the first two days of September transforming the building site into beautiful classrooms for our 

children. The building work even included sound insulation in the hall and new blinds, the soundproofing is 

already making a huge difference to the children’s enjoyment of lunchtime when in there. 

 

 

Staff news 

I am sure you will join me in sending a big Raeburn welcome to our new staff Mr Cossins in Year 6, Mrs Brown in 

Year 4 and Miss Stuart in Year 1. We are very pleased to welcome them to our team. 

 

Class Curriculum Meetings  

Straight after school on Wednesday 19th September we will be holding our class communication meetings. 

There will then be 2 opportunities to visit each class. This year teachers will give a 10-15 minute talk on year 

group matters, including homework, expectations and curriculum. As we are aware that many families have more 

than one child, the talk will be repeated twice, giving you a chance to visit two classes. If you have more than 

two children and can’t attend all talks please drop in to see all teachers and request an email with the power-

point. 

Please do try to pop into our classrooms for a quick chat with your child’s new teacher, if you can. In the 

classroom you will find out information on the curriculum for the year. If you have any specific  questions for 

class teachers please feel free to ask them then. I am attaching all year group ‘end of year non-negotiables’ to 

this letter so you are aware of what your child is working toward this current academic year (these are 

standards set in the National Curriculum). Attached to this letter you should also find your class newsletter 

that tells you what is happening in class this term. 

 

3:30- 3:45 Classroom talk 1 

4:00-4:15 Classroom talk 2 

4:15- 4:45 Classrooms are still open to visit other teachers 

 

Please do attend these meetings. In F2- Year 3 we are introducing a new Phonics scheme known as Read Write 

Inc. Home reading books and our home reading system has been altered to tie in with the scheme. Please 

attend the meeting so you can find out more information about this. Please note there may be a delayed start 

sending reading books home as they now need to tie in with Read Write Inc. 
 



  

 

IMPORTANT SAFEGUARDING INFORMATION  

Please do note the following information, which outlines important procedures to be followed:  

It is vital that we are informed as soon as you know that your child will be absent from school. Please ensure 

that you telephone the office before 9.30am on the day of any absence (please leave a message on the 

answerphone if there is no reply). The reason that we need this information so quickly is for your child’s 

protection – we need to know that they are safe.   

  

PLANNED ABSENCES  

We actively discourage children’s absence during school sessions, particularly for family holidays. We ask that 

wherever possible, health appointments are made outside the school day to minimise disruption to your child’s 

education. We are only allowed to give permission for term-time absences in exceptional circumstances. In 

order for any request to be considered, you must complete a Wirral Educational Social Welfare service 

application for leave during term time, clearly stating the reason for absence in as much detail as possible, 

including why this cannot be taken outside school hours, along with any additional written evidence attached.  I 

must make you aware that if your child has poor attendance and you take them out of school we may issue a 

fine. Application for leave during term time forms are available in the school office or can be downloaded from 

our website under parents; absences/leave of absence. 

Please never book travel or accommodation until the absence is formally authorised.  

  

Contact information and agreements  

I have attached our home/school agreement and internet safety agreement. Please can you spend a little time 

with your child discussing the statements on the home/school agreement and ensuring they understand them. 

Please sign the forms digitally by following this link - https://goo.gl/forms/UYfMq5tKmqmZUgMw2 . 

If you have any new contact details, including a mobile phone number, e-mail address, or work number, please do 

let our office know as soon as possible, so we can update your child’s contact details. In an emergency we may 

need to contact you quickly so it is vitally important that these details are up to date.   

  

School clothing  

Our children have returned to school looking very smart in their uniforms, thank you. Please do ensure that 

your child continues to wear the correct school clothing at all times, including black shoes. It is particularly 

important that all clothing (including PE and Games kit) is clearly labelled with your child’s name. Due to the 

demands on our school hall we often timetable PE lessons for outside. Unless the weather is unsafe, due to cold 

or wet, children’s PE lessons will continue outside. During the colder wetter months please do add black 

tracksuit bottoms and a blue or black sweater to their PE bag.   

   

Non – negotiables  

Attached to this letter is a summary of non-negotiables for each school year group. We are sending this home 

so you have a clear understanding of what we will be helping your child to learn and develop during this year. 

This is for your information. This summary is a list of the most important learning objectives that children 

must learn for each year group. When you are supporting your child with their learning at home please refer to 

these.   

 

Awards and Celebrations  

At Raeburn we love celebrating our children’s effort, enthusiasm and success. We have a celebration assembly 

each Monday where children are presented with different certificates, such as attendance, merit award, 

Headteacher award and Character awards. Children who have been involved in out of school activities are always 

encouraged to bring in certificates to share with their class and teachers. 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/UYfMq5tKmqmZUgMw2


  

 

Dates for the term & year   

Attached to this letter is a list of dates for the Autumn term, with further information being added to our 

website as new events are confirmed. Please check our website for updates.   

  

Voluntary Contributions for School Trips  

You will soon receive a letter outlining which trips / events our staff are hoping to organise, to support the 

curriculum, this year. We will be asking for voluntary contributions so we can cover the cost of these activities. 

Please be aware that if we do not have enough contributions we may have to cancel events. We will endeavour 

to provide a wide range of opportunities for our children whilst doing our best to keep costs as low as possible. 

If you ever need to discuss any aspect of affording contributions I am very happy to meet you. Raeburn wants 

to offer all children these opportunities and we strongly feel that no child should miss out.  

  

Extra-curricular activities  

We will soon be sending out information for parents regarding the extra-curricular activities that will be 

offered to the children.   

  

Medical Forms  

When children have regular medication that we administer in school (eg inhalers) you will have completed a 

detailed form with information regarding dosage and times. Please let us know if there are any changes to your 

child’s medication needs and complete a new form. All teachers will have folders with this information in 

classrooms, feel free to ask to check this information at any time.  

  

Trim Trail and Scooters  

Please can everyone help to keep our playground safe at the end of the school day. There really is not enough 

space to ride scooters on the yard when everyone is leaving school, please can you all tell children not to do 

this. Our trim trail is always supervised when we allow children to use it. As there is no school supervision at 

the end of the day, we do not allow children to play on this equipment. Please do not let your children on the 

trim trail. Thank you  

 

Parking 

I would like to remind everyone about the dangers for our children of parking on the yellow lines and the bends. 

Our school is on a main bus route and very busy at the start and end of the day. Ensure you leave enough time 

so you can park in a safe place and walk your child into school from there. Please respect our neighbours and do 

not park over their drive ways or on the grass verges.  

   

Morning Gate  

It is always so lovely to see so many people in the morning and to say hello. As our new children start, I would 

like to remind everyone to step to the side of the gate after your children are safely inside. If people block 

the gate it can make it congested for children as they try to get through. Your support with this will be greatly 

appreciated and will help to settle our new children (and those who need a helping hand) a little more quickly.  

 

China 

Exciting news! – This year we are setting up a link with a school in Taicang, China (just outside of Shanghai). I 

am going to visit our sister school in October. In the summer children from our sister school will be visiting the 

UK and attending day visits at Raeburn. We will be taking a group of children over to China with us next 

October. Upon my return I will have more details to share with your children. I know not all children will be able 

to visit our sister school in China, so there will be plenty of opportunities for ALL children to learn about China 

and get involved with our sister school. At this stage we anticipate taking a group of year 5/6 children to China 

in October 2019 (currently Year 4/5). The cost will be approximately £1400 and will need to be paid by the end 

of the school year (hence the pre-warning). 



  

 

Behaviour  

The behaviour of our children at Raeburn is wonderful, and this is credit to our families. Through mutual 

support our children are encouraged and motivated to develop into good citizens who show a mutual respect to 

other people. I have attached a copy of our parent’s version of our Behaviour Policy which includes our code of 

conduct. This is for you to keep and discuss with your child at home, so you can continue to reinforce positive 

behaviour with your child. Thank you for your continued support in this area.  Sometimes there are issues with 

children and I would strongly urge you to continue to discuss any concerns you have with us at the earliest 

opportunity.  We are committed to ensuring that we discuss any issues promptly with you, then solutions can be 

implemented and concerns alleviated.  

 

Flu vaccinations  

Annual Flu vaccinations will take place on Wednesday 14th November in school for children in Foundation 2 and 

Years 1-5. 

 

KS1 Lunch  

We are currently organising a special KS1 lunch for 4th October. More details will be sent out soon.  

  

Parent/ Carer Volunteers  

Last year we were incredibly lucky and many of our community supported Raeburn by volunteering in school. 

This help meant that we could offer extra opportunities and support to our children. If you would like to help 

at school in any way do please pop in to our school office and let Mrs Major know. She will collect information 

from you about how you would like to help and complete a safeguarding check. Our staff will always make sure 

you are fully aware of what your role will be if you do come to help. 

  

 Warmest Wishes,  

Mrs Jennifer Green  

  

Attached; 

 

 Non-negotiables (for your information) 

 Code of conduct (for your information) 

 Home school agreement 

 Internet safety agreement 

 Behaviour policy including code of conduct   

 Year group newsletter 

 Giant spectacular official memorabilia letter and order form  

 

  



  

 

Dates:   

September   12  Key Stage 2 Fencing Assembly 

    17 

17 

17 

19 

19 

26 

27 

28 

 

Year 6 11+ test 

Read Write Inc teaching starts  

First School Council Meeting 

3:30 onwards Meet the Teacher Meetings 

PTA AGM 

Year 6 Road Safety Lesson 

Mini-Angels Cooking 

School Council Visit to Wallasey Town Hall 

 

October  3 

4 

5  

6pm Full Governors Meeting 

KS1 lunch 

School Closed –INSET day 3 (Giants visiting Wirral, please go and see them!) 

 8 Year 4 two week swimming block commences 

    8 F2 2019 starters Open Admissions Meeting 

    10 

10 

11 

15  

F2 2019 starters Open Admissions Meeting 

5HA Bikeability  

5GO Bikeability 

Mrs Green visiting our sister school in China 

    16 Parent/Teacher Meetings  

    17 

17   

Parent/Teacher Meetings 

5HA Bikeability 

    18  5GO Bikeability  

    

  

  

19 

29 

30 

Break up for half term 

INSET day 4 

Children return to school 

   

 


