Phonics Screening Check
Information for parents and carers
This leaflet is to inform you about the National Phonics Screening Check which takes
place in June for pupils in Key Stage One.

What is the Phonics Screening Check?
It is a short statutory assessment to confirm whether individual pupils have learnt phonic
decoding to an appropriate standard. The results of the check will further inform our
continual assessment of the children’s phonic knowledge. Here at Raeburn we already
identify children who need extra help so that they can be given support or intervention in
school to improve their reading skills.
Who takes the Screening Check?
All children in Year 1 take part in the Phonics Screening Check. In addition, any child in
Year 2 who did not reach the required standard when they took the check in Year 1 will take
it again in Year 2. The assessment is age appropriate and the children enjoy the focus time
with the teacher.
What does the Screening Check involve?
It comprises of a list of 40 words which the children read one-to-one with a teacher. The
check is a combination of both real and made up words which rely on phonics purely to
decode. The non-words (alien/nonsense) that have been made up will be shown by a picture
of an imaginary creature. Non words are important to include because they are new to all
children and do not rely on memory or vocabulary: pupils have to use their decoding skills.
Pupils who read non-words should have the skills to decode any unfamiliar word. Children
regularly encounter these non-words as part of our phonics programme in school.
What happens after the Screening Check?
The outcome of the check will be shared with parents/carers at the end of the school year.
The pupils who have decoding skills below the expected level for the end of Year 1 will
continue to be supported in school and re-take the assessment in Year 2. All pupils are
individuals and develop at different rates. We structure our reading and phonics sessions in
school to cater for different pupil’s needs.
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What kind of words will there be?
Sample words
This is an example of some of the
words your child may encounter
in the Check. They include real
and made up words containing the
different sounds (with alternative
spelling patterns).

