
Phonics Screening Check Year 1 
Information for parents and carers 

  

What is the Phonics Screening Check? 

It is a short statutory assessment to confirm whether individual pupils have learnt phonic decoding 

to an appropriate standard.  The results of the check will further inform our continual assessment of 

the     children’s phonic knowledge. Here at Raeburn we already identify children who need extra 

help so that they can be given support or intervention in school to improve their reading skills.   

Who takes the Screening Check?  

All children in Year 1 take part in the Phonics Screening Check and any children in Year 2 who did 

not reach the required standard.  The assessment is age appropriate and the children often enjoy the    

focus time with the teacher.  It is organised in a similar way to our regular classroom assessments.  

What does the Screening Check involve? 

It comprises of a list of 40 words which the children read one-to-one with a teacher. The check is a    

combination of both real and made up words which rely on phonics purely to decode. The non-

words (alien/nonsense) that have been made up will be shown by a picture of an imaginary creature. 

Non words are important to include because they are new to all children and do not rely on memory 

or vocabulary:  pupils have to use their decoding skills. Pupils who read non-words should have the 

skills to decode any unfamiliar word. Children regularly encounter these non-words as part of our 

Read Write Inc. Phonics programme in school.   

What happens after the Screening Check? 

The outcome of the check will be shared with parents/carers. The pupils who have not met the    

expected level on the check will continue to be supported in school and re-take the assessment the 

following year (summer term of Year 2). All pupils are individuals and develop at different rates. We 

structure our Read Write Inc. Phonics  sessions in school to cater for different pupil’s needs; some 

children receive additional group or 1:1 support if required.  

 

10 questions answered (Oxford Owl website)  

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/preparing-for-the-phonics-screening-

check/  

This leaflet is to inform you about the National Phonics Screening Check which takes 

place in the Summer Term for children in Year 1.  



Progression in Phonics 

  

What is Phonics? 

Phonics is a way of teaching children to read. They are taught how to recognise the sounds that individual 

and combinations of letters make. We call these combinations ‘special friends’ in school. They are then 

taught to blend these sounds together to make a word. Children can then use this knowledge to segment and 

blend new words that they see or hear. We teach phonics so that children will have the tools to read any 

word. 

How does phonics teaching progress?  

We follow a structured systematic synthetic phonics programme in school called  Read Write Inc. Phonics 

which teaches our children the appropriate skills so that they can begin their reading journey. We teach the 

sounds first in a particular order and then teach  children to blend those sounds together in order to read 

words. This is part of a daily speed sounds lesson. In addition, we teach the children to read words in 

matched storybooks. These are carefully selected to include the sounds that they can already read: setting 

them up for success.  We regularly assess and group children so that they are receiving phonics teaching at 

the appropriate level.  

Special Friends  

Special friends are often 

underlined on words     

during our sessions.       

Children will also need to 

be able to spot these special 

friends in words where the 

dash is not used. They 

should be encouraged to 

spot the special friends in 

words that are unfamiliar 

to them.  



Chatty Special Friends  

These are vowel sounds which have 

been split in a words and are referred 

to as chatty special friends in school.  

     Correct Pronunciation     

Please refer to these tables or use the internet link to help with            

pronunciation of  the sounds.     

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q  





 Reading a range of  words  

 

Spot the special friends 

 

Fred Talk 

 

Read the word  

Real and Non-words  

Please encourage your child to read as many different words as they can      

either in their reading books or using flash cards. Use the steps below to help.  



Examples of  nonsense words  



How can I help my child at home? 

Reading  

 Recap on the sounds in the simple/complex chart inside their Read Write Inc. storybooks.  

 Use flash cards to help pupils build confidence in identifying and blending sounds in real 

and nonsense words. Again, remind your child to spot any special friends/chatty special 

friends first and say this out loud before blending the sounds to read the whole word.  

 As always , we would encourage you to hear your child read aloud regularly; even if  it is 

only a couple of  pages per day. Your child should be able to read the story, speedy and red 

words in their storybook. Whilst reading, encourage your child to use their phonics 

knowledge to  decode any words they get stuck on and remind them to spot any special 

friends/chatty special friends first. Then use Fred Talk to read the word. After repeated 

reading of  a text, you should notice their fluency increase and they will use less ‘Fred talk’.  

 Read to your child – especially rhymes and poetry which help children learn the sounds. 

 Go on a word hunt when you are out and about - can they spot any  special friends in       

unfamiliar words on signs/labels?  

 Play games with your child (matching sound cards, word track games).  

 

Websites 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/- RWI information for parents including some   

video clips. 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/read-write-inc-phonics--1/  - RWI information,  videos 

and links to free e-books.  

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk - look at phase 4 and phase 5 activities such as buried treasure.   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqyw – Mr Thorne you tube videos         

featuring Geraldine the Giraffe.  

http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.htm  - games 
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