
  

Intent 

At Raeburn Primary School we believe that art is a vital part of children’s education and 

has a significant and valuable role in the curriculum, as well as the enrichment 

opportunities it offers to pupils. Children have the opportunities to study the work of a range of 

artists and to critically evaluate their own work and that of others.   

Children will develop their understanding of the language of art with effective teaching of varied 

lessons and a wide range of experiences. Understanding of the visual elements of art and design (line, 

tone, texture, colour, pattern, shape, 3D form) will be developed by providing a curriculum which will 

enable children to be free to experiment and reach their full potential. 

Implementation 

The implementation refers to how Art & Design is delivered across Raeburn and the learning that 

takes place across the school.  

At Raeburn we encourage pupils to explore their creativity, independence and experimentation by 

building on skills, technique, knowledge and vocabulary year on year. We encourage pupils to adopt a 

growth mind-set when approaching any piece of work or learning a new skill which links into the 

Raeburn Citizenship value of ‘Positivity’ as we aim for children to take on a positive attitude and 

believe in their own ability. Here at Raeburn, we take part in whole school art projects to show 

progression across the school and give pupils further opportunity to express their creativity. We 

encourage pupils to take pride in their work and we like to celebrate achievements by ensure that 

there are pieces of art work displayed around the school.  

Here at Raeburn we teach the Art & Design curriculum by focusing on five key areas 

● Making skills 

● Formal elements (line, shape, tone, texture, pattern and colour) 

● Knowledge of Artists/architects and local links 

● Vocabulary 

● Self and peer evaluation 

Pupils will demonstrate a variety of skills using a range of materials that are available at Raeburn. The 

tools, equipment and resources available allow staff to teach the curriculum effectively and learners 

to experiment with a range of techniques. All learners are able to access the lessons taught at 

Raeburn as teachers ensure that there is sufficient differentiation, demonstration of skills/support 

and effective deployment of support staff. 

EYFS 

In Early Years Foundation stage, artwork is recorded through observation, on Tapestry and in pupil 

files. Each day, children are exposed to a variety of art activities which allow them to explore 

creatively and express their ideas and feelings, through continuous provision activities. Through the 
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use of the ‘In the moment’ planning, staff enhance the provision, to meet the individual needs of each 

child through a range of media.  

KS1 and 2 

In Key Stage 1, children’s artwork is recorded in pupil files, through photographs on Raeburn’s 

twitter page and on school displays. In Key stage 2, children use sketchbooks to demonstrate a 

variety of skills and experiment with techniques, using a range of materials. Clear progression is 

demonstrated within the sketchbooks from Year 3 to Year 6. Pupils will build upon skills learnt in the 

previous clear group and recap skills and refer to key vocabulary. In Key Stage 2, Knowledge 

organisers are used to allow learners to identify which skills they will be focusing on, experiences, 

knowledge and key vocabulary. The knowledge organisers are displayed at the front of sketch books 

to refer to and give learners an insight as to what they will be learning, as well as encouraging 

enthusiasm and inspiration for artwork. Each Year group is introduced to the work of several named 

artists throughout the year which will inspire pieces of work  

The Progression of skills grid is used by teachers to plan lessons and ensure sufficient coverage and 

progression of skills based on the National Curriculum. The planning for Art & Design is included in 

each Year Group’s Theme planning grids to ensure there are links with half termly topics with clear 

objectives identified. This enables pupils to see a purpose to their learning.  This also enables links to 

other curriculum areas, including humanities, with children developing a considerable knowledge of 

individual artists as well as individual works and art movements. Raeburn allows pupils to explore and 

learn about their own cultural heritage, as well as that of others by exploring a diverse range of 

artists. 

 Coordinated whole school Art projects will incorporate local links such as our ‘Wonders of the 

Wirral’ project and all pupils will be given the opportunity to visit a local art gallery throughout their 

time at Raeburn. The Curriculum overview outlines which National curriculum target is covered each 

half term and allows each year group to build on skills learnt previously and have a clear focus for 

each half term.  

Impact 

Raeburn’s Art & Design curriculum aims to ensure that the majority of pupils meet age related 

expectations. This is achieved by ensuring that there is clear progression of skills across the Year 

groups using the progression of skills grid which is linked to the National curriculum. Teachers will 

have a strong understanding of how to teach Art effectively due to training (Art cpd), advice and 

guidance from the school Art lead, structured planning, access to a range of tools and equipment and 

access to effective teaching tools to enhance lessons. Teachers will measure impact using formative 

and summative assessment, determining whether lesson objectives have been met, assessment of 

discussion and vocabulary used, moderation at staff meetings and interviewing pupils (pupil voice).  

By the time pupils leave Raeburn, they will have been given opportunities to express themselves 

creatively. We aim for the pupils to have developed their creativity and have increased confidence in 

Art and design by exploring a range of techniques and experimenting with different materials and 

tools. We hope that the art skills taught at Raeburn will be implemented in later life and influence 

and enhance creativity in career paths that pupils follow. We aim for children to retain learning about 

focus artists and architects and apply these skills and knowledge after they leave Raeburn. We aim 

for children to have been inspired to become a unique artist and have developed a love and passion 

for Art.   



 

 


