
Progression of geographical skills and knowledge

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Locational
knowledge

There will be some revision of some facts, locational knowledge from previous years though quizes, discussions,networking grids, maps etc so children. have a chance to embed it.
Year groups will study H & P aspects of different places, moving gradually  from their immediate environment (EYFS)to eventually different continents (Y5/6). They should and use the
different geographical skills and H & P knowledge below to enhance their locational and place knowledge and to ensure progression within this.
Know there are different
countries in the world
and talk about
differences they have
experienced or seen in
photos.

Begin to locate some
places in the immediate
school environment

With teacher support,
name and locate the
four countries and
capital cities of the UK
and its surrounding
seas. (use maps)

with teacher support,
name, locate and
identify characteristics
of the four countries  of
the UK.

With support, name
and locate the world’s
seven continents and
five oceans.

Revise Y1 objectives
(continents/UK)  more
independently using
atlases and globes to
assist them.

Name, locate and
identify characteristics
of the four capital cities
of the UK and its
surrounding seas.

Review KS1 objectives
baseline: Name and
locate the four
countries and capital
cities of the UK and its
surrounding seas.

Name and locate a
wider range of places
in their locality, the UK
and wider
world.(Hilbre, intro
Europe - Roman cities)

Name and locate key
topographical features
of the coast, river and
land use patterns at
Hilbre and how these
have changed over
time.

Name and locate
countries, counties and
major cities of the UK,
geographical regions
and their H & P
characteristics,
topographical features
and land use patterns
over time.

Locate countries e.g
Greece, using maps of
Europe, concentrating
on its  environmental
regions and key H & P
characteristics.

Name and locate key
topographical features in
the UK focusing on  hills
and mountains.(North
Wales)

Locate countries, using
maps of N America
concentrating on their
environmental regions.

Locate key physical
and human
characteristics,
countries and major
cities of N America.

Name and locate
counties of North
America and their key
topographical features
and land use patterns
understand how these
may have changed
over time.

Identify the position and
significance of latitude,
longitude, equator,
Northern Hemisphere,
Southern Hemisphere,,
Greenwich meridian
and time zones
(Including day and
night)

Locate countries, using
maps of S America
concentrating on their
environmental regions.

Locate key physical
and human
characteristics,
countries and major
cities of S America.

Name and locate key
topographical features
and land use of a river
valley (Amazon & local
Mersey) and
understand how this
may have changed
over time..

Identify the position and
significance of latitude,
longitude, Equator, the
Tropics of Cancer and
Capricorn, Arctic and
Antarctic Circle.
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Place
knowledge

Know that we live on the Wirral , which is part of Merseyside, North West Englandand, UK, Europe. Know the Wirral is a peninsular (surrounded by 3 bodies of water; Dee, Mersey, Irish
sea)
Year groups will study H & P aspects of different places, moving gradually  from their immediate environment to eventually different continents. They should and use the different
geographical skills and H & P knowledge below to enhance their locational and place knowledge and to ensure progression within this.
Begin to name some
places in the immediate
school environment.e.g
office, forest school,
outdoor area.

Recognise some
environments that are
different to one in which
they live.

Recognise some
similarities and
differences between life
in this country and life
in other countries.

Name some places in
the wider school
environment.e.g y6
classrooms, computer
suite

Verbally describe
geographical
similarities and
differences through
study of  H & P in our
immediate environment
and a location in S
America.

Name some places in
the local school
environment e.g Allport
shops, train station.

Describe and compare
geographical
similarities and
differences through the
study of  the H & P
geography of our
immediate local area
(Allport)  and a non
European country
(Africa).

Understand similarities
and differences
between hot/cold
places and our area.

Name and locate
some places in the
wider Bromborough
area. e.g Retail park,
Bromborough cross.

Understand
geographical
similarities and
differences through
studying  the H & P
geography of Hilbre
and Bromborough.

Identify similarities,
differences and
patterns when
comparing places and
features.

Name and locate some
of the most significant H
& P features in Europe
(Greece).

Understand
geographical similarities
and differences through
studying  the H & P
geography of Athens,
Greece..

Start to Identify and
describe similarities,
differences and patterns
when investigating
different people, places
and environments.

Name and locate some
of the most significant
H & P features in N
America.

Understand
geographical
similarities and
differences through
studying  the H & P
geography of New
York, N America..

Confidently identify and
describe the similarities
and differences in
physical and human
geography between
continents

Name and locate some
of the most significant
H & P features in S
America

Understand
geographical
similarities and
differences through
studying  the H & P
geography of a small
area in S America.

Confidently describe
the climatic similarities
and differences
between two regions.
(Amazon & UK)

Human and
physical
knowledge

Understand the effect of
changing seasons on
the natural world
around them.

Continue developing
positive attitudes about
the differences between
people.

Identify seasonal
weather patterns in our
area.

Use geographical
vocab to refer to
season, weather,
vegetation,city, town,
village, forest,  beach,
cliff, coast, sea (where
forest meets the sea,
ocean)

Name and locate hot
and cold areas of the
world including the
equator, North pole and
South poles.

Look at the effect of the
equator and North and
South poles on weather
patterns.

Additional vocab to
refer to: ocean,
mountain, river, valley,
soil, valley, hill
mountain, shop,
harbour, factory, farm,
office, port

Describe and
understand key
aspects of types of
settlement, land use,
distribution of natural
materials and rivers
(mouth coastal erosion
Hilbre)

Describe and
understand key aspects
of mountains and  water
cycle, distribution of
natural resources
(Ancient Greece)

Describe and
understand key aspects
of climate zones,
volcanoes,
earthquakes, economic
activity including trade
links and land use (N
America)

Describe and
understand key aspects
of climate zones,
biomes, vegetation
belts,  rivers,
settlement, land use,
economic activity,
distribution of natural
resources(S America)
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Geographical
skills: Enquiry
and
investigation

Skills from previous years may be used to build upon/recap or because they are pertinent
Show interest in
different occupations.

Ask and answer simple
teacher led
geographical questions

Make observations
about where things are
e.g within school/class

Encourage pupils to
ask and answer simple
geographical questions
when investigating
different places and
environments.(hot/cold
places/Africa/School)

Make appropriate
observations of why
things happen.

Encourage to ask and
answer more
searching
geographical
questions when
investigating people
and places through
study of Hilbre.

Begin to collect
evidence with some
aid.

Ask and respond to
more searching
geographical questions
including ‘how’ & ‘why’

Collect evidence and
begin to draw
conclusions.e.g
comparison between 2
locations using photos,
maps,pictures

Confidently ask and
respond to questions
that are more casual.
e.g why is it happening
in that place?

Collect and analyse
evidence and draw
conclusions.e.g
historical maps land
use changes why?

Begin to suggest
questions for
investigating.

Make predictions and
test simple hypotheses
about people, places
and geographical
issues. Conclude
findings by analysing
evidence.

Geographical
skills:
Fieldwork

Explore the natural
world around them.

Observe and describe
seasonal weather
patterns.

Use simple fieldwork
when investigating the
geography of their
school grounds e.g the
use of a school plan

Recognise features of
our school grounds
from a satellite
image.Google Earth)

Develop simple
fieldwork and
observational skills e.g
sketch map, aerial
photos when studying
the geography of their
school and the
immediate local
environment.
(Allport road and
around, housing)

Observe and record
evidence of  the
effects of coastal
erosion on Hilbre.

Observe, record and
name geographical
features in their local
environment.
(Bromborough/retail
park, Chester)

Use maps & symbols
to identify and locate
places in the locality of
the school.

Observe, record and
explain geographical
features and defining
physical and human
features of Hamilton
square. e.g Why that
location?

Confidently observe,
measure, record and
draw comparisons
between H & P features
using a range of
methods. e.g compare
Birkenhead Park to
Central Park.

Use a range of
numerical and
quantitative skills to
analyse, interpret and
present data collected
from fieldwork
observations,
measurements and
recordings.
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Geographical
skills:
Communicate
geographical
information

Describe what they
see/hear/feel outside.

Describe a familiar
route.

Discuss routes and
locations using words
like ‘in front of’ and
‘behind’

Describe some
similarities and
differences when
studying places.

Discuss and explore
geographical
information  e.g climate
change maps relating
to the polar regions.

Communicate
geographical
information through a
range of methods
including ICT

Communicate
geographical information
through graphs.

Confidently express
and explain their
opinions on
geographical and
environmental issues.
Recognise why other
people may think
differently.

Communicate
geographical
information using a
wide range of methods
including writing at
increasing length.
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Geographical
skills: mapping

Take information from a
simple map e.g map of
chester Zoo,
Bewilderwood

Use picture maps,
Plans of the school,
simple maps and
images. Know that
symbols mean
something on maps.

.
Draw picture maps of
imaginary or familiar
places

Identify places in their
classroom by looking at
aerial photographs

Introduce direction
language  N E S W

Follow direction (up,
down left right, near,
far)

Use a range of sources
such as maps, globes,
infant atlases and aerial
photos to identify
features and places as
well as to follow routes.

Devise a simple map
and use and construct
basic symbols in a key.

Begin to identify
features in the school
environment from aerial
photographs

Use and follow
directions N E S W

Use letters/numbers to
locate features on a
map.

Use a range of
sources including
digital
maps(digimaps),
atlases, globes and
satellite images to
research geographical
information

Make a map of a short
route experienced with
landmarks in correct
order  (local study to
shops)

Identify features on
aerial photos of
Bromborough.

Use 4 points of
compass to follow/give
directions.

Use letter/number
coordinates to locate
features on a map

Use Ordnance Survey
and other maps

Use OS symbols to
make a map e.g convert
digimap satellite grid
image of Hamilton
square area to own OS
map

Look at satellite images
and identify key H & P
features

Begin to use 8 points of
the compass.

Begin to use 4 figure
grid references.

Use topographical
maps to look at climate.

Begin to draw a range
of thematic maps
based on their own
data. e.g popularity of
areas in Birkenhead

Use 8 points of
compass to build their
knowledge of the UK
and wider world.

Use 4 figure grid
references to extract
information from
maps.Start to use 6
figure grid references.

Confidently use a range
of maps and other
sources of
geographical
information and select
the most appropriate
for a task.

Try to use scale when
drawing maps.

Apply directional
language learnt to the
context of describing
places.

Use 6 figure grid
references to extract
information from maps
and give reference
points.

Geographical
skills: Digital
mapping

Start to programme a B
Bot to move in different
directions.

Programme a B Bot in
one go for it to get to a
given end point.

Recognise features of
our school grounds
from a satellite image
e.g Google Earth

Try to draw a route
from their house to
school on digimaps.

Find places on
digimaps using a
postcode or simple
name search. E.g their
house/Hilbre.

Add simple labels to
digital map e.g my
house/Hilbre Island..

Draw around landmarks
and explain what they
are on digimaps..

Start to add photo to a
digimaps. e.g house,
Kingswood

Add a range of
annotation labels and
text to help explain
features and places.e.g
Kingswood/Loggerhead

Use the zoom function
to explore places at
different scales/times..

Add photos to a
given location on
digimaps..

Highlight an area
on a map and
measure the area
using tools on
digimaps.

Use maps at different
scales or times  to
research factual
information about
locations and features.
e.g river erosion

Highlight areas with a
given radius.

I can combine area and
point markers to
illustrate a theme or
place.



Use measuring tool with
support.


