
Science

Our Curriculum Intent at Raeburn from Little Owls to Year 6

Intent

From our youngest children at Little owls to the oldest members of our

school community, we encourage everyone to explore the awe and wonder of the

world around them and to ask questions about what, how, when, where and who?

All children are encouraged to become independent learners in exploring

possible answers for their scientific based questions. At Raeburn, scientific

skills and knowledge are embedded in each topic as well as specific topic

language then as children progress through Raeburn, and they revisit topics,

they are building upon previous learning, broadening their scientific language and

deepening their understanding of scientific concepts, knowledge and skills. At

Raeburn we aim for children’s learning to be deep and purposeful, when this is

occurring then children’s long-term memory will be in action.

Working scientifically is how we intend our children to develop their

understanding of scientific concepts, allowing children to use a variety of

approaches to understand and answer scientific questions.

Implementation

The environment is a powerful tool to enable children to ‘work scientifically’. In

each classroom the scientific language needed for each specific topic, will be

displayed. This is referred to, added to and used throughout and beyond the

topic. In each classroom there are resources, investigations and challenges

(usually through a question) to allow children to independently investigate,

consolidate and extended their scientific thinking and knowledge.

In the outdoor learning environment (Forest School), children will learn

scientific concepts, develop skills and work scientifically during specific sciene

topics e.g. Seasons, living things, forces, habitats

Children are offered a selection of extra-curricular science clubs to attend

including one run by STEM and a Gardening Club.

As a whole school we will participate in the STEM Science and engineering week.



Impact

Our Science Curriculum is planned, across Raeburn, to ensure progression. Year

group planning and assessment is supported with materials from STEM

Assessment Guidance and STEM working scientifically.

Staff will use the ‘end of topic’ assessments which have been created at

Raeburn to assess progress and plan for each child’s next learning experiences.

If children are meeting the criteria from the ‘End of topic’ assessment then

they are working at the ARE. Children who are exceeding the expectations in

the assessment or evidence throughout the topic, and then they will be working

beyond the ARE.

The two science leads will attend a course at the STEM centre in York in the

autumn term. Staff can also develop their CPD and attend training sessions too,

throughout the year.


